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CHAPTER VII.

MODERN  DEISTIC  SECTS.

AN account of the Hindu sects would be incomplete if
those were omitted that have arisen during the present
century, and which are receiving accessions every year.
The aim has professedly been to go back to the primitive
worship of their Aryan forefathers, although it is evident
that it is the teaching of the Vedas, modified by that of
the Christian Scriptures, that is prevailing amongst them.
Augustine declared that if Stephen had not prayed, the
church would not have had Paul; if Christian missions
had not been established in India, the various deistic
sects would not have sprung up in her midst.

i. The Brahma Samaj.

Raja Rama Mohun Rai, the founder of the Brahma
Samaj, or Theistic Society, was born in the year 1774.
His father being attached to the Mohamedan princes at
Moorshedabad, he learned Arabic and Persian, and thus
gained some knowledge of the Koran and the Persian
poets. As a Brahman he was educated in the mythology
of Hinduism ; but at the early age of sixteen his mind
revolted against the heathen practices of his household,
and as a result of his opposition he was persecuted, and
left his home. When about twenty years old his father
invited him to return : he did so, and, in order to qualify
himself for employment, studied English, and was
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